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N2250/NRSG 7063 Understanding and Using Research
Calendar Description:

In this course, students will become knowledgeable consumers and users of research. Through a
consideration of ways of knowing and questioning related to nursing research, students will
explore basic strategies for identifying knowledge gaps through critical appraisal of research.
Research roles and methods pertinent to nursing will be emphasized.

Expanded Description:

This course is designed to be an introduction to nursing research. The main goal of the course is
to prepare baccalaureate level nurses to be knowledgeable consumers to engage in nursing
practice based on evidence. “A consumer of research actively uses and applies research. To be a
knowledgeable consumer, you must have knowledge about the relevant subject matter, the ability
to discriminate and to evaluate information logically, and the ability to apply the knowledge
gained, uses and applies research in an active manner” (LoBiondo-Wood, Haber, Cameron, &
Singh, 2013, p. 8). Along with becoming a knowledgeable consumer of research, students will
have the opportunity to explore and discuss various types of quantitative and qualitative research
evidence and develop critical appraisal skills to determine what types of evidence are appropriate
for translation into professional practice. Finally, students will have the opportunity to examine
how research evidence can be useful in generating new research ideas, facilitating clinical
decision making, and informing health policy.
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c. Knowledge translation to change practice, evidence-informed practice models,
etc.

Course Weight & Delivery: 0.5 FCE, 3-hour lecture; Western site — in person, Fanshawe site -
online

Pre-, Co- or Anti
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Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN) Nursing Informatics Entry-to-Practice
Competencies addressed in the course:

I Uses relevant information and knowledge to support the delivery of evidence-informed
patient care

Course Materials:

Required Resources and Texts
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https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2024A&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/NUR2250A
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2024A&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/NUR2250A

1. Quiz (relates to Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 7, 8)

Weight: 15% of course grade
Due date: by Sept 27", 2355

The quiz will allow students to self-test and demonstrate cumulative knowledge in this course.
The quiz will be conrs 792 reW* nBT/F2 12 Tf1 0 0 1 72.504 623.26 TmO0 g0 G[The)5(0 g0 G[The)5(0 g0 G[Th
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4. Final exam (relates to Course Learning Outcomes 1 through 8)

Weight: 35% of course grade
Due date: during the December examination period

The final exam will be three hours in length and completed after the conclusion of the course
during the April examination period. It may be comprised of a mixture of true/false, multiple-
choice, and short answer questions. Do not book personal/travel plans until the final exam
schedule is posted. The date and time for the exam will be released from the Office of Registrar.

Class Schedule
This lecture schedule is subject to change, if required, throughout the course.

Week #/Date Topic

Week 1: Sept 5 Introduction to the course
Research in the profession: implications and potential

Ethical issues in nursing research

Week 2: Sept 12 Evidence-informed practice

Literature reviews and information literacy/management

Week 3: Sept 19 Research problems, purposes, questions, and hypotheses

Week 4: Sept 26 Conceptual and theoretical frameworks in research

Assessment: Online Quiz (15%) will be available this week from
Jan 29 at 1200 until Feb 2nd at 2355

Week 5: Oct 3 Qualitative research methods
Week 6: Oct 10 Qualitative research methods
Week 7: Oct 17 READING WEEK

Week 8: Oct 24 Assessment: Midterm Test (25%0)
Week 9: Oct 31 Quantitative research methods

Week 10: Nov 7
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Week 11: Nov 14 Quantitative research methods (continued)

Week 12: Nov 21 Introduction to Epistemic Justice

Research Critique is due Nov22nd before 2355

Week 13: Nov 28 Qualitative / Quantitative Research: Mixed Methods

Semester review and exam prep

Week 14: Dec 5 Contingency week (additional time allocated to accommodate
unforeseen circumstances, such as weather-related disruptions or
other unexpected events that may affect the regular schedule).

How this course will contribute to your development as a professional nurse:

Understanding and Using Research
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https://uwoca.sharepoint.com/sites/NursingUndergraduateInformation?e=1%3A9bcb11eb675d42f1867e859267a302ae&CT=1690304572539&OR=OWA-NT&CID=d6022dc4-883c-f129-18eb-4f2f5576da36
https://uwoca.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/NursingUndergraduateInformation/SitePages/Policies.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=rdfKLq
https://uwoca.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/NursingUndergraduateInformation/SitePages/Policies.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=rdfKLq
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf

The Western-


https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_16
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Please speak with your instructor about the date on which the Special Examination for this
course will be held.

Academic Offences

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following

website: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_underg

rad.pdf.

Plagiarism

Student work is expected to be original. Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and could lead
to a zero on the assignment in question, a zero in this course, or your expulsion from the
university. You are plagiarizing if you insert a phrase, sentence or paragraph taken directly from
another author without acknowledging that the work belongs to him/her. Similarly, you are
plagiarizing if you paraphrase or summarize another author’s ideas without acknowledging that
the ideas belong to someone else. All papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity
review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the
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/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
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accommodation or review The policy on Accommodation for Students with Disabilities

Correspondence Statement

The centrally administered e-mail account provided to students will be considered the
individual’s official university e-mail address. It is the responsibility of the account holder to
ensure that e-mail received from the University at their official university address is attended to
in a timely manner. Students are further expected to attend to announcements presented through
Brightspace, and to read emails generated in this way.

Use of Electronic Devices

During Exams
Unless you have medical accommodations that require you to do so, or explicit permission from

The Western-Fanshawe Collaborative BScN Program N2250/NRSG-7063 Understanding and Using Research, 2024-2025


/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://westernu.brightspace.com/
https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/
https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/
https://wts.uwo.ca/helpdesk
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indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on Brightspace for students to view at
their convenience). The grading scheme will not change. Any remaining assessments will also be
conducted online as determined by the course instructor

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate use of
the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other
serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student
Conduct.

Online Proctoring

Tests and examinations in this course may be conducted using a remote proctoring service. By
taking this course, you are consenting to the use of this software and acknowledge that you will
be required to provide personal information (including some biometric data) and the session
will be recorded. Completion of this course will require you to have a reliable internet
connection and a device that meets the technical requirements for this service. More information
about this remote proctoring service, including technical requirements, is available on Western’s
Remote Proctoring website at: https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca.

Social Media

Students who post information on social media related to their clients and/or laboratory
experiences will be reported to the Associate Dean of Health Sciences as this demonstrates
a breach of client privacy and confidentiality and violates the Student Code of Conduct.
Such behavior may compromise a student’s standing in the program.

Review of Graded Assignments

After a graded assignment is returned, a student’s first step is to take time to reflect on the
assignment description in the syllabus, on the feedback provided by the original marker within
the assignment, and on the marking rubric. If a student cannot understand the meaning or intent
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https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/
https://www.fanshawec.ca/students/support/academic-support
http://writing.uwo.ca/).



http://www.fanshawec.ca/appeals).
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://icopeu.com/fanshawe/home.html
http://icopeu.com/fanshawe/home.html
http://icopeu.com/fanshawe/home.html
http://www.fanshawec.ca/counselling/
http://www.fanshawec.ca/counselling/
http://www.fanshawec.ca/counselling/
http://www.fanshawec.ca/counselling/

